
TOWED WATER 
SPORTS IN THE 
NEWBERG POOL
The Newberg Pool is arguably the  

most highly regulated body of water in 

Oregon. Wake surfers are limited to  

a 3-mile, mostly uninhabited stretch 

of the river. They are also subject all 

Oregon boating laws and an additional 

Newberg Pool specific safety  

certification, fee and weight limit.  

Where is the Newberg Pool?

The Newberg Pool is a 20-mile section  

of the Willamette River from river  

mile 30-50, roughly between Roger’s 

Landing in Newberg and Bernert  

Landing in West Linn. 

Where are towed water  
sports allowed?

15% of the Newberg Pool is  
available for wake surfing 

Why is wake surfing only  
permitted in the yellow zones?

Wide enough for 
wake dissipation

No home  
or docks

Yellow Zone 1: wake surfing allowed 

for 1.6 miles 

Yellow Zone 2: wake surfing allowed 

for 1.4 miles

Red Zones: wake surfing prohibited; 

all other towed watersports allowed

Watch this Newberg  
Pool Virtual Tour on  
the Willamette River  
to learn more.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1-xM1Mm73c


BOATING RULES  
AND REGULATIONS

Pass the Oregon Boater  

equivalency exam

Obtain an Oregon Boater  

Education Card ($20 fee)

Register boat and display  

registration decal ($5 plus $5.95 

per foot) 

Have a USCG approved  

life jacket for each person  

on board

Avoid power turns, sudden  

slow-downs and repetitive passes

No boating under the  

influence of alcohol or drugs

Carry and use a skier-down flag 

Have a working horn or whistle

Keep music at reasonable levels

Oregon State Boating  
Regulations 

No operation of a personal  

watercraft within 200 feet  

behind a water skier, wakeboard, 

tube or similar towed device

Slow to 10 MPH within 100 feet  

of another motorized boat or  

sailboat underway

Slow-No Wake within 100 feet  

of anchored vessels or  

non-motorized craft

Slow-No Wake within 200 feet  

of a swimmer

Slow-No Wake within 200 feet  

of a boat ramp, marina, or  

floating home 

Wake surf 300 feet from dock 

structures and beaches

Wakeboard and tube 200 feet 

from dock structures

Water ski 100 feet from dock 

structures

Oregon State Proximity  
Regulations 



BOATING RULES  
AND REGULATIONS

Pass the OSMB Towed Watersports 

Education equivalency exam

Obtain and carry a Towed  

Watersports Education Card  

($60 fee every two years)

Register boat and display a Towed 

Watersports Boat decal 

Boat maximum loading weight (dry 

weight plus factory ballast capacity) 

must be less than 10,000 lbs

Additional Newberg Pool Rules
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Snapshot of the Towed Watersports  
Education Program for the Newberg Pool

As of February 23, 2021, 631 applicants  

successfully passed their exam and  

received their Towed Watersports  

Education Endorsement. Additionally,  

406 boats have been certified to  

receive their Towed Watersports Motorboat 

Certificate. The average loading weight 

(combined dry weight and factory ballast  

capacity) of each of these boats is 5,079 lbs.

Distrubution of boat 
loading weights


